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A groundbreaking history of the Panama Canal offers a revelatory workers-eye view of the
momentous undertaking and shows how it launched the American century

The Panama Canal has long been celebrated as a triumph of American engineering and technology. In The
Canal Builders, Julie Greene reveals that this emphasis obscures a far more remarkable element of the
canal’s construction—the tens of thousands of workingmen and -women who traveled from around the world
to build it. Drawing on research from around the globe, Greene explores the human dimensions of the
Panama Canal story, revealing how it transformed perceptions of American empire at the dawn of the
twentieth century.

For a project that would secure America’s position as a leading player on the world stage, the Panama Canal
had controversial beginnings. When President Theodore Roosevelt seized rights to a stretch of Panama soon
after the country gained its independence, many Americans saw it as an act of scandalous land-grabbing. Yet
Roosevelt believed the canal could profoundly strengthen American military and commercial power while
appearing to be a benevolent project for the benefit of the world.

But first it had to be built. From 1904 to 1914, in one of the greatest labor mobilizations ever, working
people traveled to Panama from all over the globe—from farms and industrial towns in the United States,
sugarcane plantations in the West Indies, and rocky fields in Spain and Italy. When they arrived, they faced
harsh and inequitable conditions: labor unions were forbidden, workers were paid differently based on their
race and nationality—with the most dangerous jobs falling to West Indians—and anyone not contributing to
the project could be deported. Yet Greene reveals how canal workers and their families managed to resist
government demands for efficiency at all costs, forcing many officials to revise their policies.

The Canal Builders recounts how the Panama Canal emerged as a positive symbol of American power and
became a critical early step towards twentieth-century globalization. Yet by chronicling the contributions of
canal workers from all over the world, Julie Greene also reminds us of the human dimensions of a project
more commonly remembered for its engineering triumphs.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Canal Builders: Making America's Empire at the Panama Canal (Penguin History of
American Life).

Donna Antonucci:

The reason why? Because this The Canal Builders: Making America's Empire at the Panama Canal (Penguin
History of American Life) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who
all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If
I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Steven Barraza:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Canal Builders: Making
America's Empire at the Panama Canal (Penguin History of American Life) is simple to deliver you can read
it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Adam Tonn:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Canal Builders: Making America's Empire at
the Panama Canal (Penguin History of American Life) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book The Canal Builders: Making America's Empire at the Panama Canal (Penguin History
of American Life) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend
to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading in which.
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