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In the years after World War II, Westerners and Japanese alike elevated Zen to the quintessence of
spirituality in Japan. Pursuing the sources of Zen as a Japanese ideal, Shoji Yamada uncovers the surprising
role of two cultural touchstones: Eugen Herrigel’s Zen in the Art of Archery and the Ryoanji dry-landscape
rock garden. Yamada shows how both became facile conduits for exporting and importing Japanese culture.

First published in German in 1948 and translated into Japanese in 1956, Herrigel’s book popularized ideas of
Zen both in the West and in Japan. Yamada traces the prewar history of Japanese archery, reveals how
Herrigel mistakenly came to understand it as a traditional practice, and explains why the Japanese
themselves embraced his interpretation as spiritual discipline. Turning to Ryoanji, Yamada argues that this
epitome of Zen in fact bears little relation to Buddhism and is best understood in relation to Chinese myth.
For much of its modern history, Ryoanji was a weedy, neglected plot; only after its allegorical role in a 1949
Ozu film was it popularly linked to Zen. Westerners have had a part in redefining Ryoanji, but as in the case
of archery, Yamada’s interest is primarily in how the Japanese themselves have invested this cultural site
with new value through a spurious association with Zen.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the e-book entitled Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West (Buddhism and Modernity). Try to
stumble through book Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West (Buddhism and Modernity) as your pal. It
means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Irma Patterson:

Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West (Buddhism and Modernity) can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West (Buddhism and Modernity) however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Adam McGrath:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West (Buddhism and
Modernity) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Joel Peterson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West
(Buddhism and Modernity) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Shots in the Dark: Japan, Zen, and the West (Buddhism and Modernity) has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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