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First Communion is generally understood as a rite of passage in which seven- and eight-year-old Catholic
children transform from baptized participants in the Church to members of the body of Christ, the universal
Catholic Church. This official Church account, however, ignores what the rite actually may mean to its
participants. In When I Was a Child, Susan Ridgely Bales demonstrates that the accepted understanding of a
religious ritual can shift dramatically when one considers the often neglected perspective of child
participants.

Bales followed Faith Formation classes and interviewed communicants, parents, and priests in an African
American parish and in a parish containing both white and Latino congregations. By letting the children
speak for themselves through their words, drawings, and actions, When I Was a Child stresses the importance
of rehearsal, the centrality of sensory experiences, and the impact of expectations in the communicants'
interpretations of the Eucharist. In the first sustained ethnographic study of how children interpret and help
shape their own faith, Bales finds that children's perspectives give new contours to the traditional
understanding of a common religious ritual. Ultimately, she argues that scholars of religion should consider
age as distinct a factor as race, class, and gender in their analyses.
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From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

This When I Was a Child: Children's Interpretations of First Communion book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This When I Was a Child: Children's Interpretations of First Communion without we
comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be
worry When I Was a Child: Children's Interpretations of First Communion can bring when you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
phone. This When I Was a Child: Children's Interpretations of First Communion having fine arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Don Numbers:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
When I Was a Child: Children's Interpretations of First Communion.

Juan Hinkson:

The guide with title When I Was a Child: Children's Interpretations of First Communion has lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Jose Coleman:

The book untitled When I Was a Child: Children's Interpretations of First Communion contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
written by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order



it. Have a nice study.
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