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Women physicians in nineteenth-century America faced a unique challenge in gaining acceptance to the

medical field as it began its transformation into a professional institution. The profession had begun to

increasingly insist on masculine traits as signs of competency. Not only were these traits inaccessible to

women according to nineteenth-century gender ideology, but showing competence as a medical professional

was not enough. Whether women could or should be physicians hinged mostly on maintaining their

femininity while displaying the newly established standard traits of successful practitioners of medicine.

Women Physicians and Professional Ethos provides a unique example of how women influenced both

popular and medical discourse. This volume is especially notable because it considers the work of African

American and American Indian women professionals. Drawing on a range of books, articles, and speeches,

Carolyn Skinner analyzes the rhetorical practices of nineteenth-century American women physicians. She

redefines ethos in a way that reflects the persuasive efforts of women who claimed the authority and

expertise of the physician with great difficulty.

Descriptions of ethos have traditionally been based on masculine communication and behavior, leaving

women’s rhetorical situations largely unaccounted for. Skinner’s feminist model considers the constraints

imposed by material resources and social position, the reciprocity between speaker and audience, the effect

of one rhetor’s choices on the options available to others, the connections between ethos and genre, the

potential for ethos to be developed and used collectively by similarly situated people, and the role ethos

plays in promoting social change. Extending recent theorizations of ethos as a spatial, ecological, and

potentially communal concept, Skinner identifies nineteenth-century women physicians’ rhetorical strategies

and outlines a feminist model of ethos that gives readers a more nuanced understanding of how this mode of

persuasion operates for all speakers and writers.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-
Century America (Studies in Rhetoric and Feminisms).

George Carter:

The book Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetoric
and Feminisms) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the good thing like a book Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America
(Studies in Rhetoric and Feminisms)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Rhetoric
and Feminisms) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Arthur Haynes:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America
(Studies in Rhetoric and Feminisms) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Lisa Saxon:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for



your requirements is Women Physicians and Professional Ethos in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in
Rhetoric and Feminisms) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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